THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF TELEVISION
ARTS & SCIENCES
TO HONOR
ESPN PRODUCTION WIZARD
CHARLES “CHUCK” PAGANO
WITH THE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
AT THE
TH
67 ANNUAL TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING
EMMY® AWARDS
To be Presented at the Bellagio Hotel
During the CES in Las Vegas
New York, NY – October 14, 2015 -- The National Academy of Television Arts &
Sciences (NATAS) announced that Chuck Pagano, former Executive Vice
President and Chief Technology Officer of ESPN will receive the Lifetime
Achievement Award at the 67th Annual Technology & Engineering Emmy®
Awards that will take place on Friday, January 8th, at CES 2016. The reception
and presentation will take place in The Grand Ballroom at The Bellagio in Las
Vegas beginning at 6:30 p.m.
“Chuck Pagano has guided ESPN to become not only the leader in Sports
television technology, but throughout the entire television industry,” said Bob
Mauro, President, NATAS.
“The National Academy is pleased to honor technology innovator Charles
‘Chuck’ Pagano for his leadership in ESPN’s conversion to high definition, his
key role in the development of the Virtual Playback Application for ESPN and
for his continual embrace of new technologies to improve ESPN’s fan
experience,” said Robert P Seidel, Chairman, National Engineering Achievement
Committee.
	
  

“The National Academy congratulates Charles ‘Chuck’ Pagano on his Lifetime
Achievement Award,” said Seth Haberman, Co-Chair, NATAS Engineering
Achievement Committee. “Under Chucks leadership, ESPN has consistently
been a leader in the development and implementation of new technologies
including 1080P studio production.”
Charles Pagano
Charles “Chuck” Pagano, joined ESPN prior to its debut on September 7, 1979 as
a technical director.
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Under Pagano’s leadership, ESPN has advanced television technology
throughout the industry including bringing virtual enhancements such as EA
Virtual Playbook to studio and remote TV telecasts and expanding its
technological footprint around the globe.
Pagano was the key driver in the creation of ESPN’s Bristol-based Digital
Center, one of the most technically sophisticated television production facilities
in the world. His team put together the networks high definition services, ESPN
HD and ESPN2 HD, with the Digital Center opening on June 7, 2004. Outfitted
as an all-encompassing digital resource, the building contains over seven million
feet of cable and four HDTV studios totaling 20,000 square feet (9,000, 5,000,
3,000 and 3,000) that are home to all ESPN Bristol-based studio shows.
In August 1, 2011, ESPN announced Pagano as ESPN’s first chief technology
officer and said it would build a second digital center on the main campus in
Bristol, Conn, again using Pagano’s team. This facility added to the advanced
technical production facilities already in place at the main campus as well as the
Los Angeles Production Center, which his team opened in 2009. The LAPC
signaled ESPN’s push to the West Coast and is the world’s first 1080p HD
facility.
Previously, Pagano had served as senior vice president, engineering and
technology from 1995 to 1999 and his duties included spearheading ESPN’s
technology-related strategic planning. Prior to that he served as vice president,
engineering project development (1994-95), director, operations and engineering
project development (1992-94) and manager, engineering project development
(1989-92). He served as a systems engineer from 1983-89.
A native of Waterbury, Conn., Pagano received a Bachelor of Science degree in
electrical engineering in 1984 and a Master of Science degree in organizational
psychology in 2007, both from the University of Hartford.
Pagano currently serves on the Board of Regents at the University of Hartford as
well as on the Board of Advisers for the College of Engineering. He also serves
on the Tunxis Foundation Board for Tunxis Community College in Farmington,
Conn., and is a board member for The Palace Theater in Waterbury, Conn., and
is Chairman of the Connecticut Technology Council.
Pagano has received many honors for his visionary and creative approach to
both technology and his approach to management including SMPTE’s David
Sarnoff Medal, which recognizes outstanding contributions to the development
of new techniques or equipment that have contributed to the improvement of the
engineering phases of television technology, including large-venue
presentations.
In December 2013, he was inducted into the Sports Broadcasting Hall of Fame.
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About The National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences
The National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) is a service
organization dedicated to the advancement of the arts and sciences of television
and the promotion of creative leadership for artistic, educational and technical
achievements within the television industry. It recognizes excellence in television
with the coveted Emmy® Award for News & Documentary, Sports, Daytime
Entertainment, Daytime Creative Arts & Entertainment, Public & Community
Service, and Technology & Engineering. NATAS membership consists of over
14,000 broadcast and media professionals represented in 19 regional chapters
across the country. Beyond awards, NATAS has extensive educational programs
including Regional Student Television and its Student Award for Excellence for
outstanding journalistic work by high school students, as well as scholarships,
publications, and major activities for both industry professionals and the viewing
public. For more information, please visit the website at www.emmyonline.tv
The Emmy Awards on the Web: http://emmyonline.org/
NATAS Press Contact:
Paul G. Pillitteri
SVP, Communications
ppillitteri@emmyonline.tv
For Sponsorship and Ticket information regarding the 67th Technology &
Engineering Emmy Awards contact David Michaels, SVP, Events, at
dmichaels@emmyonline.tv
About CES
CES is the world's gathering place for all who thrive on the business of consumer
technologies. It has served as the proving ground for innovators and
breakthrough technologies for more than 40 years-the global stage where nextgeneration innovations are introduced to the marketplace. As the largest handson event of its kind, CES features all aspects of the industry. And because it is
owned and produced by the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA), the
technology trade association representing the $285 billion U.S. consumer
electronics industry, it attracts the world's business leaders and pioneering
thinkers to a forum where the industry's most relevant issues are addressed.
Check out CES video highlights. Follow CES online at www.CESweb.org and
on social.

